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     Students who are actively 
involved in clubs, sports and the 
school community are proven 
to be more successful in school. 
Recently, the Club Expo provided 
students with information on the 
many extracurricular opportunities 

available. These clubs can look 
good on a student’s college or job 
applications and may even give the 
chance to earn a cord or scholar-
ship. This issue will highlight a 
few of the school’s many clubs
      NEHS, or the National Eng-

lish Honor Society, is a club to 
recognize the accomplishments of 
students and continue to grow their 
knowledge in English language 
arts. Scholarships up to $65,000 
are available to seniors in the club.  
In order to have the chance of earn-
ing one, participants will have to 
submit an essay based on prompts 
generated by the NEHS. Juniors 
and sophomores also qualify in 
winning awards. To join, students 
must be in 10th to 12th grade 
with a 94.0 GPA with a chance of 
being invited for a membership. 
Teachers will select new members 
based on grades, character, com-
munity service and leadership 
criteria. Dues are $20 and the club 
meets on the 2nd Monday of each 
month after school in room 5.321 
and is sponsored by Dr. Shirleen 
DeGrenier. 
     The French club benefits stu-
dents interested in languages or 
French class. Not only will this 
help students in the class but will 
also teach them about the culture. 
This club gives opportunities to go 
out to eat with the club and learn 
proper etiquette. Club dues are 
$20 with no other requirements to 
join and meeting day and time are 
every 4th Wednesday of the month 
in room 1.361. The French club is 

sponsored by Valerie J Rene-Desir. 
     The Key Club is a service 
based club that can help students 
as a person. This international 
organization develops leadership 
skills through community service.
To join the club students must pay 
$30 which includes a T-shirt, na-
tional and local dues, and entry to 
the national registration. The club 
will meet the first Tuesday of every 
month at 2:30 p.m.in the Transfor-
mational room and discuss ideas 
on what they will do next to help 
the community such as volunteer-
ing, cleaning, assisting, and more. 
The Key Club is sponsored by 
Brandi Poore and Heather Penney. 
     The Muslim Student Asso-
ciation is a great club for students 
interested in learning about other 
religions. Students do not have 
to be Muslim to join! The club 
is in over 200 schools across the 
country. Since Islam is the second 
largest religion in the world, it is 
important to know about it without 
any misleading information. While 
in the club, members will not only 
learn about Islam but also discuss 
political controveries around the 
world, no matter their race, reli-
gion, or background, and can also 
earn a cord for graduation. 
>> Continued on p. 2

Club Expo highlights clubs students may join 
By: Genesis Brown class of 2026

     Ms. Jeannie Hidalgo was named 
new principal over the summer as 
Dr. Bryan Long left to work with 
the Dacula, Mill Creek and Archer 
clusters as Cluster Superintendent. 
Hidalgo, who has worked at Dac-
ula for several years as Associate 
Principal, was excited to take on 
the new role. She answered ques-
tions about being principal.
     Q1: What do you love about 
Dacula the most?
     A:We will continue teaching 
and learning at high levels. I hope 
to also incorporate more school 
culture activities. We want to focus 
on the whole student and not just 
the academic side.
     Q2: What are some of your 
plans for Dacula in the future?
     A: We will continue teaching 
and learning at high levels. I hope 
to also incorporate more school 
culture activities. We want to focus 
on the whole student and not just 
the academic side.
     Q3: Is being the principal 
challenging for you?

     A:The principal job is very 
challenging. I am lucky to have 
been the Associate Principal here 
because I already know so much 
about the school. That has been a 
big advantage as I transition into 
this role.
     Q4: What do you dislike so 
far?

New principal Ms. Jeannie Hidalgo shares enthusiasm for leading DHS
By: Christopher Giles class of 2026

     A:The paperwork! There is a 
lot of email and paperwork that I 
do not enjoy. I wish I could spend 
that time with students and teach-
ers instead.     
     Q5:  What do you like so far 
in your first year?
     A:I have really enjoyed visiting 
classrooms and seeing the great 

     The Academic All-Stars are 
recognized for involvement in 
extracurricular activities and being 
amazing in their academic classes. 
Junior; Katie Larson was chosen, 
along with senior Cooper Bradley. 

Falcon Academic All-Stars: Junior Katie Larson, senior Cooper Brambley

Versus: Shoe Edition

By: Paisley Steinfeld , class of 2026

When asked about her success, 
Larson said, “ I have very high 
expectations for myself, and I want 
to be the best version of myself.” 
     Brambley credits his family 
for his success: “My family has 

always pushed me to give 100% 
effort in everything that I do, so 
everyday I try my best to be a little 
better than the day I was before.” 
     Congratulations on these two 
students for being recognized 

and chosen by their peers. Both 
responded to the following ques-
tions:

>> Continued on p. 3

photo courtesy of Ms. Brabender

Luis Hernandez talks to student about Student Council at the 
Club Expo.

photo courtesy of Ms. Morgan Brabender

Ms. Hidalgo stands with Dacula football players to show support for the team.

work of the students and teachers. 
I have also enjoyed seeing every-
one’s smile since masks became 
optional. I especially like starting 
my day in the intersection where I 
can say good morning to everyone 
and see lots of smiles. 
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     In Texas, schools have begun to 
place posters of the US motto “In 
God We Trust” within schools in 
certain areas.
     The bill, which was passed 
through legislation last year and 
states that public schools must 
have “in a conspicuous place in 
each building of the school or in-
stitution a durable poster or framed 
copy of the United States national 
motto, ‘In God We Trust,’”
     Senator Bryan Hughes took 
to Twitter to state, “The national 
motto, In God We Trust, asserts 
our collective trust in a sovereign 
God. I co-authored the bill in 2003 
that allowed schools to display the 
motto, and last year I authored the 
‘In God We Trust Act,’ which re-
quires a school to display the motto 
if there is no cost associated with 
the display.”
     These posters will be given 
to schools by donations from 

Texas to require “In God We Trust” posters in schools
By:Christopher Moulton, class of 2026

outside companies for display or 
purchased from private donations. 
One example of such a company 
is Patriot Mobile, known as “The 
only Christian Conservative wire-
less provider.” They took to Twit-
ter to respond to all of the coverage 
on the topic, stating “The word 
is getting out! We’re proud to be 
part of the movement to bring God 
back into our public schools!” The 
senator responded “As the author 
of the In God We Trust Act, I am 
encouraged to see groups like @
PatriotMobile coming forward to 
donate these framed prints to re-
mind future generations of Texans 
of our national motto.”
     On Aug. 15, The Carroll 
Independent School District in 
Southlake, Texas received a do-
nation of these posters from Pa-
triot Mobile. Along with this, the 
Cypress-Fairbanks Independent 
School District in Houston, Texas 

will be receiving posters from The 
Yellow Rose of Texas Republican 
Women. Leslie Francis, the as-
sistant superintendent for com-
munication at CFISD told CNN, 
“As part of the National Motto 
program, The Yellow Rose of 
Texas Republican Women (TYR-
TRW) are generously donating a 
copy to every instructional facility 
in CFISD.”
     Some people within the Texan 
community disagree with this de-
cision. The Southlake Anti-Racism 
Coalition (SARC) said the follow-
ing to CNN, “SARC is disturbed 
by the precedent displaying these 
posters in every school will set 
and the chilling effect this blatant 
intrusion of religion in what should 
be a secular public institution will 
have on the student body, espe-
cially those who do not practice the 
dominant Christian faith,”
     Anya Kushwaha, founder of 

photo courtesy of CNN.com
CEO of patriotmobile lobbies the Southlake Carroll School Dis-
trict to display “In God We Trust” signs. These signs are now en-
couraged in all Texas schools.

SARC said, “I feel like they don’t 
have a choice right now to put 
them up. But hopefully this will 
spark larger conversations about 
having more freedom of expres-
sion, so if they are allowed to put 
up signs like this there should be 

no reasons that other students or 
people can’t put up signs that have 
different messaging.”
     As the year continues, more and 
more schools will receive more 
donations of images.

     Upon the reopening of schools 
in Madison County, North Caroli-
na, a sheriff plans to stock schools 
with AR-15s.
     The elementary school shoot-
ing in Uvalde, Texas shocked the 
world, leaving 19 children and 
two teachers killed. As a result 
of this, Sheriff Buddy Harwood 
and a school district in Madison 
County, North Carolina have col-
laborated to place AR-15s within 
school grounds, in case of an ac-
tive shooter.
     Superintendent Will Hoffman 
released the following statement 
on changes being made to the 
school system:
     “The Board of Education, the 
County Commission and the Mad-
ison County Sheriff have worked 
together to fund School Resource 
Officers in each of our schools. 

North Carolina county to put AR-15 within schools
By: Christopher Moulton, class of 2026

This has always been our highest 
safety priority.” Due to the school 
shootings in the past few years, he 
has taken the safety of his students 
as his top priority and will now be 
enforcing multiple safety precau-
tions both offline and online. 
     Those safety precautions 
include SROs at each school, a 
safety liaison (people that are as-
signed to one area), social work-
ers, panic buttons and a lesson on 
internet safety. Along with these, 
the plan includes having an AR-15 
in each school.  The AR-15 will be 
stored in a safe on campus.
     In the case of the AR-15s, Har-
wood told The Asheville Citizen 
Times, “I do not want to have to 
run back out to the car to grab 
an AR, because that’s time lost. 
Hopefully we’ll never need it, but 
I want my guys to be as prepared 

as prepared can be.”
     Some people view this new 
change as something beneficial 
for the children. A parent said in 
support of the decision, “I feel 
like this is a wonderful step into 
limiting school shootings. I’m very 
happy with our school board and 
sheriff’s decision. The children’s 
safety is the number one thing that 
we should be concerned about.”
     Though some consider this plan 
a very safe decision, others see 
the idea of schools housing such 
extreme weapons as unnecessary 
or even dangerous. A resident of 
Madison County said, “If there are 
to be any official guns in a school, 
the SROs are the ones to have them 
- not the teachers, not the principal 
and not the aides.”  He said,“In 
these scenarios, you only have to 
take out one person: the shooter. 

photo courtesy of Rich Pedroncelli/AP
The AR-15 will be put within Madison County schools. This was 
also the same weapon used in the Uvalde shooting.

Why risk accidentally killing more 
students with an AR-15 when a 
well-aimed service revolver will 
do the same job?”
     Madison County Schools 

will reopen with their new AR-
15 security measure, along with 
multiple other measures to ensure 
child safety.

Club Expo highlights clubs 
>>Continued from p. 1

The club will meet the first Thurs-
day of the month at 2:15 p.m in 
room 1.271.
     Interested in fine arts or music 
and serving the community? Tri-
M is the club to consider joining. 
Students  must be a sophomore 
or higher, with a minimum of 
3.0 GPA and must be in band, 
orchestra or chorus. Club dues are 
$25 and meetings take place on 
Wednesdays from 2:20-3 p.m in 
the Orchestra room, 1.161. Tri-M 
is the only national honor society 
for musical students in the whole 

country where members can per-
form for the community, school 
and serve it by canned food drives 
and helping with the annual DHS 
Talent Show. Students also have 
the opportunity to get a cord for 
graduation and gain leadership 
skills. The  club is sponsored by 
Andrew Davidson. 
     There are so many options 
beyond these  for students to join 
and enhance their high school year 
and experience, so students should 
consider finding a club to join. 

illustration by Lilly Moua

Other popular club options:
• Sci-Fi Club
• Film Club
• Girls Who Code
• Dacula Pearls
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     In this period of time, the effects 
of climate change on the planet 
have become common knowledge 
to most people, yet, many people 
do not notice the environmental 
changes that are happening in their 
hometowns nor are they aware of 
the effects. A non-profit organiza-
tion created a website called Risk 
Factor™, which provides data 
concerning environmental changes 
within a specified area. Based on 
the provided information, Dacula’s 
major environmental factor is 
overheating.
How Dacula Became a 
“Heat Island”
     The Heat Island Effect is caused 
by various factors. For example, 
man-made materials trap and re-
flect heat, therefore, causing heat 
to radiate in areas that are densely 
built up with these materials even 
after sunset. A city’s format also 
factors into heat vulnerability be-
cause an area can create pockets 
of insulation that trap heat and 
prevent airflow that would release 
it, intensifying heat in the process. 
     Another example of a factor 
would be the distance between wa-
ter and vegetation. If an area is too 
far away from water and vegeta-
tion, it will experience an increase 
in heat absorbent. This is due to 

Dacula has a major problem with heat
By: Kaleyshia Tazama, class of 2025

a lack of water and plants being 
able to absorb heat and reducing 
the air temperatures. The most 
common factor towards the heat 
island effect is human activities. 
Basic human activities that release 
heat include usage of automobiles, 
usage of air-conditioning, and 
industrial waste.
How These Temperature 
Put People of Dacula at 
Risk
    People will see increases in one 
out of many heat-related illnesses 
such as heat stroke, heat exhaus-
tion, and heat cramps. 
What Our Community 
Can Do before a Heat Wave
     Plant Trees and Greenspaces: 
Trees and green infrastructure like 
parks and gardens help reduce the 
amount of heat in the surround-
ing area.
     Replace Heat-Absorbing As-
phalt: Impermeable black surfaces 
like asphalt and tarmac trap and 
exacerbate heat. Lightly colored 
concrete or astroturf hold less heat.
     Fund Green and Cool Roof 
Initiatives: Similar to asphalt 
roads, black tarred roofs absorb 
and exacerbate the effects of heat. 
Painting roofs white can help 
reflect the heat from sunlight, and 

green rooftops with gardens or 
plants can even help reduce heat.
     Train Home Health Profession-
als: Train home health aides who 
are taking care of the elderly and 
vulnerable on how to deal with 
heat related illnesses as these resi-
dents are most susceptible.
What Our Community 
Can Do during a Heat 
Wave
     Check On Elderly and At Risk 
Residents: Set up outreach pro-
grams that encourage residents or 
city health professionals to check 
on their vulnerable neighbors. 
     Set Up Community Cooling and 
Hydration Centers: Community 
cooling and hydration centers can 
be a lifeline for residents who can-
not stay indoors.
     Open Air-Conditioned Build-
ing to Public: Give neighbors who 
may not have air conditioning a 
place to go and recover from the 
heat during the day.
     Protect Energy and Water 
Systems: Heat causes strain on 
energy and water systems. Open 
extra capacity if possible and keep 
maintenance staff on call to fix 
anything that breaks.

Source: RiskFactor.com

     Georgia has been listed as the 
fourth most infected state with 
monkeypox in the country. Mon-
keypox is related to another viral 
disease named “smallpox” yet it is 
less lethal with milder symptoms.
      The virus is most common 
in black men here in Georgia. 
According to the CDC, there are 
a total of 1,033 confirmed cases 
in Georgia so far. The Georgia 
Department of Public Health said 
that most of the state’s monkey-
pox cases are found in Gwinnett, 
Fulton, DeKalb, Cobb and Clayton 
Counties.   
     The virus spreads through close 
contact and triggers rashes. They 
usually appear on the face and the 
oral cavity. Pus-filled rashes and 
lesions appear. 
     Before the 2022-23 school 
year began, a school educator 
was diagnosed with monkeypox 

making everyone aware of the 
situation their children could be in. 
In an interview with the AJC, the 
School’s superintendent Morcease 
Beasley said, “The district’s first 
Monkeypox was a non-classroom 
worker who contracted the virus 
over the summer. 
     The district reported the case 
to the Clayton Health Department 
and the employee quarantined for 
around 3-4 weeks. 
     Georgia had just begun recover-
ing from the COVID-19 situation 
just to be ambushed by another 
disease.
      The Georgia Department of 
Public Health said, “Current data 
suggests that people can spread 
monkeypox from the time symp-
toms start until all symptoms are 
resolved. Therefore, people with 
monkeypox should ideally be 
isolated until the rash has fully 

resolved, the scabs have fallen off, 
and a fresh layer of intact skin has 
formed. This can take up to 2-4 
weeks in most cases.” The disease 
usually spreads through contact 
with respiratory secretions, such as 
mucus and saliva, or skin lesions. 
    If the infected cannot avoid con-
tact with others in the household 
they must wear a mask to prevent 
the spreading of saliva and they 
must cover all of the lesions. 
     The majority of the people 
who have been diagnosed here 
with monkeypox have been folks 
who attended very big parties. Big 
gatherings could increase the risk 
of catching monkeypox. 
     Even if the majority of residents 
in Georgia attempt to prevent the 
spreading, there will always be a 
handful of people who believe it 
is a hoax. So many people were 
led to believe that Covid was all 
a lie made by the government due 
to certain politicians and pundits.  
      Republican Lauren Boebert 
from FL believes that monkeypox 
was made up by the Democrats to 
win in the midterm elections. 
     Rep. Majorie Taylor Greene 
of Georgia called it a “scam” last 
month in an nterview. Greene said 
people should just “Laugh at it, 
mock at it, and reject it.” 
     This strain of the virus is still 
brand new to the country, so of-
ficials are still in the dark about 
certain aspects. They do not know 
how grave or widespread monkey-
pox is due to cases going unnoticed 
in some countries. 

The image above shows puss filled lesions covering the infected 
person’s hand.

Monkeypox takes Georgia by surprise 
with 270 new cases
By: Gisele Tafur-Buendia, class of 2026

photo courtesy of who.int. 

Falcon Academic All-
Stars: Junior Katie 
Larson, senior Cooper 
Brambley

What is one academic class that 
you have always loved or always 
done well in? 
K: Any type of science
C: Math. Knowing that there is 
always one real correct answer 
that you can get to with the tools 
you’ve already been given, even 
on a seemingly difficult problem, 
has always been something I’ve 
enjoyed.

What clubs or activities have you 
been involved with?
K: GSLT, Beta Club, peer leading, 
NHS, varsity soccer, varsity bas-
ketball and managing the softball 
team.
C: I’m heavily involved with the 
Dacula Leadership Team, Student 
Council and Film Club

What are some of your proudest 
achievements?
K: Starting varsity soccer as a 
freshman, making it into GSLT, 
and being named gifted student 
of the year.
C: Being accepted into both years 
of Georgia Tech’s distance math 
program and being selected as one 
of the Gwinnett Student Leader-
ship Team representatives for 
Dacula.

What is some advice you would 
give to people that are wanting to 
excel in their academic classes?
K: Always pay attention and give 
your best effort.
C: Never let yourself think there 
is anything you can’t do. Some 
things will be a lot more difficult 
than others, but I promise if you 
dedicate enough time and effort 
into understanding something 
you’ll be surprised by what you 
can accomplish.

What is your favorite memory 
from one of your academic 
classes? 

K: Doing a specific heat lab in 
Mrs. Napier’s chemistry class 
where we lit Cheetos on fire.
C: Probably the weeks after an AP 
test, because everyone had gone 

through the same struggle trying 
to prepare for the exam, and after 
it was completed working on fun, 
relaxing projects was a very wel-
come change of pace.

What are some benefits of being 
involved in activities or benefits 
from your academic classes? 
K: It gives me an opportunity to 
make friends and to have fun.
C: I have made so many more 
friends that I would have never 
even had the chance to meet 
through different clubs and school 
events. Different events like Food 
Fights, the Color Run and DLT 
meetings have given me the op-
portunity to meet students from 
different grades with completely 
different interests than me, and 
those are some of my favorite high 
school memories.

Are there any downsides or 
negatives? 
K: It makes life very busy and 
stressful sometimes.
C: Sometimes it does get ex-
tremely busy and it can be easy to 
get behind on school work or other 
responsibilities for clubs, which is 
why it’s important to manage your-
self carefully to make sure you 
aren’t committing to too much.

How much would you say that 
you put into your academic 
classes and extra activities?
K: I put in a lot of time, effort and 
work to make the best out of my 
classes and extracurriculars.
C: I put all that I can realistically 
manage into any class or activity 
that I am passionate about. I think 
if you don’t give 100% whenever 
you have the opportunity, you’re 
not only shorting yourself but 
you’re also shorting those around 
you.

What made you want to be aca-
demically successful? 
K: I want to make my parents 
proud and be successful in life.
C: My family has always pushed 
me to be the best version of myself.  
Also college is expensive.

By: Paisley Steinfeld, class of 2026

Cooper Brambley and Katie Larson are both outstanding students 
and leaders in the school community.

photo  courtesy of Peyton Jesse 
photo courtesy of Katie 
Larson
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     This year DHS made a decision 
to add the new Freshmen Academy 
to make things easier for freshmen. 
All core classes for each and every 
freshman are located in the same 
general area. Freshmen do not 
have to go upstairs, unless it is for 
an elective class. 
     The Freshmen Academy helps to 
bring a more centralized location 
for freshmen and opportunities 
for teachers to collaborate with 
each other. Some of the benefits 
that DHS hopes for the Freshmen 
Academy are increase student 
achievement with higher grade 
point averages and decrease the 
number of students who fail to 
get full credits in the 9th grade. 
Another goal is to increase stu-
dent attendance, prevent AWOLS 
and students from having to get 
DOT’S. Finally, the Academy 
wants to help decrease student 
discipline incidents and encourage 
student involvement. 
     Of the freshmen polled, 75% 
said it was great that all of their 
classes were in one general area. 
One student, Gisele Tafur Buendia 

said,”I like how it isn’t that large 
and that there are maps available 
for us to see.” Students can easily 
get around to their classes since 
they are all in the same area. An-
other student, Paisley Steinfield 
said,”I like how my classes are 
close together, easy to get to.” No 
freshman has to travel anywhere 
out of their designated area, unless 
they have an elective class on an 
upper floor or in a different part of 
the building.
     Although it was added to make 
it better for the students, there have 
been some things that need to be 
changed and improved. Jaylon 
Perryman said,”The traffic in the 
hallways” is still a problem. Since 
most of the students’ classes are all 
together, there are a lot of people 
in one area going all different di-
rections. Because of this students 
may get DOTs.
     The Freshman Academy was 
created to provide more intentional 
support to first time freshmen. Ms. 
Stephanie Grant, the Freshman 
Academy assistant principal, said, 
“We wanted one administrator and 

counselor working together to help 
support students with a group of 
teachers who are all centrally 
located.”
     Ms. Grant also said that teachers 
will benefit from “being together 
to collaborate and discuss how to 
best support the class of 2026.” 
     Right now it’s too early to de-
termine what should be changed. 
The Academy administrators 
will start having meeting days to 
discuss what can improve. The 
main problem at the moment is 
the congestion in the hallways. 
Students are always bunched up in 
the halls, and it is not easy to move 
throughout the freshman halls.
     When asked if the Academy also 
benefited teachers and administra-
tors, Ms. Grant said,” Yes. Being 
able to focus on the specific needs 
and supports of our freshman 
students has been very beneficial. 
The first year of high school can 
be very challenging and we realize 
that our freshman class deserves to 
have as much support as possible. 
Having teachers, administrators, 
and counselors who are all invest-

‘Freshman Academy’ implemented in hopes to improve high school transition
By: Christopher Giles class of 2026

     From getting enough sleep at 
night, to making sure your diet and 
nutrition intake is healthy – there 
are an influx of ways to care for 
yourself. Some self-care tech-
niques that people have ingrained 
in their routine may not even be 
considered as self-care to others, 
however, rest assured that every-
one practices caring for themselves 
on a daily basis. For something as 
little as five minutes each day to 
stretch, to not procrastinate on a 
homework assignment at the last 
minute that is due at 11:59 p.m. 
– these habits can improve your 
academic performance, as well as 
your overall health.
     Many students do not realize 
how much self-care affects your 
performance and the amount of 
stress present in their everyday 
lives that have not been health-
ily maintained. Being anxious 
because a teacher is calling on 
you in class, setting unrealistic 
high expectations to do superb on 
every test and even refusing to go 
to school, all have direct leads to 
self-care.
     We are humans before we are 
students.  Studentstend to actively 
try to disappear when situations 
spew unpleasant feelings and this 
can often lead to procrastination 

in studying because students are 
filled with dread and fear feeling 
dumb.  A 2006 study by child 
psychiatrists found a relation-
ship between anxiety and school 
grades – in which anxious students 
performed lower than non-anxious 
students. 
     On the other hand, in a study 
conducted in 2017 by Marissa 
O’Neill, a relationship was found 
that students who practiced self-
care regulated their stress levels 
and were able to have better 
academic success. Students were 
able to retain more information 
when under less pressure to do 
well in class and have little-to-no 
heavy conscience weighing down 
on them regarding certain classes.
     Socializing also plays a huge 
part in self-care. We are naturally 
social beings and links to people 
are very crucial to mental health. 
Talking to others more dramati-
cally helps regulate emotions, as 
well as forming emotional con-
nections with others. People such 
as your best friends, parents or 
siblings can act as a support group 
to listen to your problems and help 
through them.
     Without people to talk to, stress 
and loneliness can build up, also 
invoking poor overall health and 

performance in school. Accord-
ing to Harvard Health, a study in 
2017 linked the connection that the 
more broadened social interaction 
in peoples’ daily lives, the more 
physically active people engage in 
healthy activities, such as walking 
with a friend at the park or riding 
bicycles. Not only this, but people 
who are more active reported hav-
ing more positive attitudes and less 
negative feelings. 
     With the importance of self-care 
being highlighted for students, 
resources are easily available to 
everyone. An accessible resource 
that students pass every day is 
the self-care board in front of the 
Student Services room – where 
the topics range from healthy 
diets, meditation, to even getting 
involved in the school’s athletics.
     The board provides QR codes 
to helpful articles and a way to 
contact the school counselors, 
which are here to help you through 
any problems and further develop 
the idea of self-care. Ms. Deborah 
Walker, the creator of the board, 
said, “The whole point of the board 
is to get students engaged regard-
ing physical fitness and emotional 
problems, as well as to help cope 
with high school.” She highlighted 
the main idea, saying that students 

should, “Go into each of the QR 
codes to take a look at it,” as each 
code contains vital information 
about health. If there is anything 
to take away from Walker’s cre-
ation, she highly advised that if a 
student is struggling with rigorous 
schoolwork, scanning the QR code 
about self-care, meditation and 
eating well would be the best form 
of self-care.
     Being aware of the problems 
that lower a person’s overall health 
is the first step to practicing better 
self-care. The second step is to be 

Self-care is vital as new school year starts
By: Juliana Silivelio, class of 2024

photo by Jaylon Perryman
In the Freshman Academy, Ms. Hardy’s students work on a group 
project together.

ing all of their time into one grade 
level allows the planning to be 
directly focused on our freshmen.” 
     This benefits both the students 
and administrators because the 
students get direct help, and the 
administrators have a designated 
grade instead of multiple scattered 

students.    
     Overall students, teachers and 
administrators are positive about 
the Freshmen Academy and hope 
it will help students be successful.

informed about different types of 
self-care, in which a multitude of 
resources such as school counsel-
ors and trusted social groups are 
available. With this new informa-
tion instilled, hopefully students 
will  recognize self-sabotaging 
behaviors from others and in them-
selves  and will be more familiar 
with effective coping behaviors. 
From taking a morning jog, to 
meditating in between study ses-
sions – there is always a healthy 
way to lessen negative feelings.
     

photo by Juliana Silivelio
Dream Williams scans the QR code on Ms. Walker’s informational 
board to learn more about self care.

Back to School outfits
By: Stevie Leggett, class of 2024
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Puma
11%

Adidas
89%

Currys
26%

         Crocs
           98%

 High Top
     45%

 Low Tops
      55%

 Nike Black Air 
       Force
       20%

   Nike White Air 
Force
80%

   Bubble Slides                   
       2%

          Nike
           47%

   Air Jordan
       53%

        Lebrons
             74%

By: Jaylon Perryman class of 2026

     Several teachers joined the 
faculty this year. Four core 
subject teachers answered 
questions about themselves and 
their teaching experience: Jordan 
Shepard, career and technology, 
Jessica Hardy, math, Scott 
Lovingier, language arts and Kyle 
Vanderniet, social studies.

How long have you been 
teaching?
Shepard: 1 year
Hardy: This is my 1st year
Lovingier: 12 years
Vanderniet: First year at high 
school

What college did you go to?
Shepard: The University of 
Georgia
Hardy: Ole Miss then transferred 
and graduated from UGA
Lovingier: California State 
University, Stanislaus
Vanderniet: UGA

What is a challenge you face as 
a teacher?
Shepard: Student behavior/
discipline
Hardy: Managing behavior- 
especially students talking when 
I’m trying to teach
Lovingier: Keeping up with the 
unlimited amounts of energy that 

9th graders have
Vanderniet: Students are all 
unique and need different things. 
It’s hard to give everyone what 
they need.

What is your favorite thing 
about our school?
Shepard: The culture. The 
togetherness of it all makes it so 
much fun to work here.
Hardy: The community- great 
relationships with other staff 
members and students
Lovingier: All the support from 
my colleagues
Vanderniet: The students. My 
classes are the best!

What is something students 
would be surprised to learn 
about you?
Shepard: I graduated high school 
and college both a year early.
Hardy: idk :( sorry
Lovingier: I have a 55 gallon fish 
tank at home.
Vanderniet: I have a black belt 
and I’m a champion ballroom 
dancer.

What is something that makes 
Dacula High stand out from 
other schools?
Shepard: How much pride 
everyone in the community has 

for each school in the cluster, 
including the students!
Hardy: The way our 
administration treats the staff! 
They are the best and aren’t 
scary/mean/unapproachable like 
I’ve heard about administration at 
other schools.
Lovingier: The positive learning 
culture. And the gym and theater 
are WAY nicer than my last school 
in California.
Vanderniet: Again, students are 
top notch.

                      DHS welcomes new teachers

photo by Isabella Welchphoto by Isabella Welch
Ms. Hardy helps a student with 
his geometry project.

Ms. Shepard grades her stu-
dents’ work.

Social studies teacher Mr. Vanderniet teaches his class about shift-
ers.Mr. Lovingier explains the as-

signment to one of his students.

photo by Isabella Welch
photo by Isabella Welch

By: Isabella Welch, class of 2026
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     With the summer heat ending 
and school being back in session, 
students shared their recap over 
summer music and their opin-
ions on newly dropped summer 
albums.  Responses included a 
variety of artists from many dif-
ferent genres, including Rap, RnB, 
K-Pop, Alternative, Pop, and even 
some Latin music.
     The most popular album chosen 
by students was“Wasteland” by 
Brent Faiyaz with 21.2%. This 
RnB album was released July 8. 
According to Pitchfork, an online 
publication this album follows 

Popular albums among DHS students represent varied genres
By: Trinity Harris, class of 2024

Faiyaz’s characters as he becomes 
a villain and egomaniac. As he 
continues to lack the responsi-
bilities of the world. This album 
contains slowed pitches and vocals 
with frantic beat changes. 
     Next in second place with 
some alternative music with Steve 
Lacy’s “Gemini Rights” with 
18.2%. According to Pitchfork 
“Lacy’s lower, more talky notes 
are fuller and more playful, com-
plementinghis fluid guitar work. 
Highlight “Bad Habit” pairs bright 
guitar riffs and funk synths with 
pleading vocals, Lacy voicing 

his shyness.” Pitchfork adds “As 
Lacy zooms in on particular feel-
ings and moments in his tales of 
modern heartbreak and courtship, 
he tends to sound detached and 
distant even when he speaks in 
first-person, and not in a dissocia-
tive way. There’s little tension 
or depth to the songwriting even 
when it flares with color, a long-
standing shortcoming in his artful 
but often straightforward music.”                                                                                                                                          

     In third place is “Give or Take” 
by Giveon with 16.7%. Another 
RnB pick, this album was released 

 photo courtesy of www.pitchfork. photo courtesy of wwwpitchfork.com
Brent Faiyaz’s album “Wasteland” has strong vocals and an atten-
tion grabbing story line. 

Giveon’s new 2022 album features heartfelt lyrics and unique vo-
cals.

June 24. Pitchfork also had opin-
ions on Giveon’s new album. “His 
honeyed baritone is among the 
most distinctive in contemporary 
R&B, with a quality that makes his 
lulled chorus on Drake’s “Chicago 
Freestyle” the most exciting part 
of the track. But more often his 
nasally, aloof rumbles lack the 
soul and technical skill to make it 
consistently fragrant.” Pitchfork 
extended on this by stating “he 
paints a very familiar story of a 
hopeless romantic who’s search-
ing to understand their flaws and 
solve their relationship woes in the 

photo courtesy of www.pitch-
fork.com

Steve Lacy’s “Gemini Rights” 
offers a great variety of songs. 

throes of newfound fame.”
     Also receiving votes were 
“Harry’s House” by Harry Styles, 
BTS’s “Proof,” Drake’s “Honestly, 
Nevermind” and Lil Uzi Vert’s 
“Red and White.”Students also 
nominated artists Bad Bunny, 
Luke Combs, Flamingos in the 
Trees, Beyonce, Unlike Pluto, 
Lil Durk, Mac Miller, Imagine 
Dragons; and Zach Bryan. The poll 
results confirm RnB as the most 
popular album genre with students.

Latest pop culture moments during August
  Chrissean continues to go 

crazy for Blueface

     Rapper Blueface has a dedicated 
girlfriend. Her passion is shown by 
having a total of 5 tattoos for him, 
one including a picture of his face 
on her neck. She also has a tooth 
with his face on it as well.  Re-
cently Chrissean Rock was arrested 
for trespassing onto his property, 
after breaking up for the 100th 
time. Multiple altercations have 
occurred publicly, for example a 
video of them fighting in the streets 
of LA due to accusing one another 
of cheating.

 Kobe Bryant’s 44th birth-
day

     Family, friends and fans 
celebrate the late Kobe Bryant’s 
birthday with posts on social 
media. Widow Vanessa Bryant 
posted a picture of the two with 
the caption “Happy Birthday, 
baby! I love you and miss you 
so much #44.” Kobe Highlights 
& Motivation on Twitter tributes 
Bryant by posting a picture of 
the late icon in his Laker’s jersey, 
stating “Happy Birthday Kobe 
Bryant. We miss you everyday.”

Jayda gets a face lift?

     Jayda Cheaves, known for be-
ing an Instagram influencer with 
over 7.5 million followers and 
having a former relationship with 
rapper Lil Baby, is being accused 
of getting her face done. A Twitter 
account tweets, “2018 vs. 2022.. 
Sigh. I wish Jayda left her face 
alone. She was perfect.” This upset 
Jayda and resulted in her posting 
a response video on her Instagram 
story claiming it was because of 

her wig and makeup and stated 
how she only got her eyelids lifted. 

“The Vampire Diaries” 
leaves Netflix after 5 years
    
     The iconic series has become a 
lot of Gen- Z teens favorite show 
and since news is surfacing that 
it will be leaving Netflix Sept. 3, 
people are upset and even start-
ing petitions to stop this from 
happening. #tvdleavingnetfix has 
an estimated 250k views on Tik-
Tok. One account makes an edit 
dedicated to the show and says, 
“currently canceling my Netflix 
subscription.”
   

Jennifer Lopez, Ben Af-
fleck tie the knot 

     J- Lo and former Batman actor 
have made it official. Lopez and  
Affleck met on the set of  “Gigli,” 
in 2001. When the movie released 
in 2003, critics said they had no 

chemistry on screen, but it was 
definitely evident off screen.These 
two rekindled their relationship in 
2021 after getting engaged in 2002 
but later called it off. This will 
be Jennifer’s 4th marriage. Let’s 
hope it lasts. 

Halle Bailey is falling in 
love

     One half of the sister singing 
group, Chloe x Halle is reportedly 
loving her new relationship with 
the Youtube rapper DDG. Two 
sparked dating rumors early last 

year, and slowly their relation-
ship has become public. The two 
post each other on social media, 
and Halle has made appearances 
in a few of his Youtbe vlogs. Re-
cently in her “Essence” interview 
it states, “When asked if she’s in 
love with her 24-year-old beau, 
the “Do It” singer replied, “Yes. 

For sure I am.” 

Demi Lovato’s boyfriend 
showcases her on birthday
     
     Lovato is now going public 
with her new boyfriend known 
as Jutes. Recently on Lovato’s 
30th birthday, which was August 
20, Jutes posted multiple pictures 
and videos of the two with the 
caption stating, “Happy birthday 
baby. ur a 30 year old minx and 
i’m the luckiest schmuck in the 
world cuz i get to call u mine.” 
This is the first public relation 
she/they has been in since her last 
engagement to Max Ehrich, which photo courtesy of hiphopdx.

com

Rapper Blueface and girlfriend 
pose together at event.

photo courtesy of CBS8.com

The late Kobe Bryant smiles as 
he plays in a Lakers game.

photo created in PicCollage
Jayda Cheaves poses in early 
2010s and now.

Lopez and Affleck attend-
ing her “Marry Me” movie 
premiere

photo courtesy of Essence.com

Halle and boyfriend DDG 
spend time at a Variety event.

photo courtesy of DailyMail.
com 

Lovato holds hands with boy-
friend Jutes in New York.

photo courtesy of Amazon.com

Actors Nina Dobrev, Paul 
Wesley, and Ian Somerhalder 
stand together for photo shoot.

By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024
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Influencer fakes having friends, brand deals, whole new life
By: Gisele Tafur-Buendia, class of 2026

     Twenty-one-year-old Lillee 
Jean took “fake it until you make 
it” to a whole other level. From 
Photoshopping herself into events, 
to faking a social life. “This is what 
I want. This is what Lillee Jean 
wants, understand?” said Lillee 
on a live where she started to yell 
at the viewers.
      Lillee Jean is a “beauty guru” 
who came to light after a Redditor 
posted her on the r/beautychat-
ter subreddit. “I recently came 
across this BG/influencer - Lillee 
Jean - and was a little shocked to 
see so many brands openly send 
her PR when her engagement is 
suspicious.” 
     Lillee Jean’s Twitter had around 
a million followers on Instagram 
at the time. If you were to go on a 
website such as Social Blade that 
lets you see engagement rates, you 
would notice that even though she 
had a million followers, she would 
only get around 100 likes per post.
      23% of her Instagram follow-
ing are suspected to be real people. 
Only 230,000 out of her 1 million 
following would be active. On her 
twitter, she had 11,000 followers. 
However the only person who 
liked her Tweets was her own 
mother. 
     However there is a problem 
with this theory. “Isn’t buying 
that many followers expensive? 
Two websites listed +2k USD,” 
wrote a redditor. With a simple  
Search, millions of websites claim 
to,“Increase your sales. Make 

you a celebrity instantlgive you 
excellent PR.” They offer 1,000 
instant followers for the low price 
of $7.99. If she bought 1 million 
followers it would end up costing 
her $8k. It gets even costlier when 
it comes to likes.
      Another Reddit comment said 
that this might not be the case. 
They said, “I remember a while 
ago reading an article on how to 
increase your following on Insta-
gram and one of the recommenda-
tions was to create multiple fan 
accounts of yourself. I wouldn’t be 
surprised if most were run by her.”
  People began to dig deeper into 
who commented on her posts. 
There were  dozens of “fan” ac-
counts of her who posted random 
pictures of her. They also tagged 
Lillee Jean onto random posts 
which had no relevance to her. All 
of these accounts had similar user 
names. All of those fan accounts 
also reused the same images. 
     This was evidence that some-
thing was creating these accounts 
with the sole purpose to make 
Lillee Jean seem as if she had a 
high engagement rate. Those who 
continued to dig further found 
some of the most shocking ac-
counts. 
     If you were to view the com-
ments on her posts, you would 
see accounts having conversations 
with Lillee in the comments. They 
would be known as “friend” ac-
counts.
     For example, there is an account 

called “Shaniqua4798” which 
claimed that an African Ameri-
can woman owned. Sprinkled in 
with her posts were pictures of 
Lillee Jean as if the account was 
a fanpage. 
     What left people shocked 
was that Shaniqua embodied the 
Mammy Caricature.The page was 
filled with racist imagery. Reddi-
tors came to the conclusion that 
Lillee was behind the account due 
to the complementary nature of the 
post. She was painted as a prodigy 
child when most said her work was 
mediocre.
      This was not the only account 
found. There were 3 more that 
turned heads. One was a Muslim 
girl who did not like her religion, 
the other was a trans boy, and the 
last one was a gay designer. All of 
these portrayed a sterotype.         
     This would not be the only time 
where she would attempt to fake 
something. Her mother, Laur True-
man, would post on her instagram 
page frequently. There was a post 
where Laur attempted to pass off 
as completely true. It was a picture 
of Lillee in a  pink rhinestone dress 
at the Met Gala. In the caption, she 
was thanking Lillee’s management 
team as if they had helped them get 
ready for the event.
     Once you start zooming into the 
image, there are signs of warping 
which was a clear sign of pho-
toshop to Internet sleuths. They 
found the original image where 
Lillee Jean had replaced Katy 

Perry with herself.
     As her number of followers rose, 
the more scandals followed her. 
Right after the incident with the 
Met Gala, Lillee Jean would post 
a vlog onto her channel of the same 
name. She said that she was invited 
at the “The Bite Beauty Lab.”
      “All you have to do is ask for 
the Lillee!,” she wrote promoting 
the lipsticks she had made .  
     However the Bite Beauty Lab 
is a place where anyone can make 
their own lipstick shades. It is a 
shop in New York where anyone 
can pay and create lipsticks. The 
company itself had to come out 

claiming that they were not col-
laborating with Lillee.
     Lillee and her mother have 
continued to strike down anyone 
who attempts to talk about her 
situation online. She faked follow-
ers to seem powerful. She faked 
events to seem important. She 
faked friendships to make herself 
seem as if she had a social life.The 
lies spiraled out of control, and she 
could not contain them any longer. 
All her life she has remained in a 
bubble from the outside world, 
all alone with her manager of a 
mother.

Summer 2022 offers platforms for variety of new books
     During the summer of 2022 
many books gained a lot of at-
tention from Tiktok, Instagram, 
and other media. Social media 
platforms influence and increase 
the reputation of new books and 
authors. A few of these books re-
ceived enormous attention because 
they were turned into shows and 
movies, creating a bigger brand 
and greater profit for these books. 
Also creating shows and movies 
provided another outlet for people 
to enjoy reading over the summer. 
Here are a few of the most popular 
books of the summer:

1. “Where The Crawdads 
Sing,” by Delia Owens is a 
New York Times bestsell-
er and a selection of Reese 
Witherspoon’s book club. 
It is a Southern “coming 
of age story” based around 
Kya who grows up alone in 
the marshes of North Caro-
lina. For years, rumors of the 
marsh girl roamed at Barkley 
Cove isolating Kya from her 
community. Due to abandon-
ment from a young age, she is 
forced to fend for herself. She 
catches the attention of two 
men in town from her “wild 
beauty” one of them being 
Chase Andrews, but when his 
body is discovered, his death 
is pinned to her. On July 15, 
this crime drama came to life 
in a film produced by Reese 
Witherspoon. 

By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima, class of 2024

2. “The Summer I Turned 
Pretty,” by Jenny Han is a 
trilogy of young adult ro-
mance novels published be-
tween 2009 and 2011. How-
ever, this book series received 
lots of attention after the first 
season came out on Amazon 
Prime. The story follows 
Belly every summer she goes 
with her mom and brother to 
a beach house in the town of 
Cousins. She has been going 
there since she was born with 
the Fisher family. Together 
they are all one big family. 
However, a love triangle be-
tween her and the two Fisher 
brothers forms. Belly faces 
having to choose the one who 
she loves more. She wants an 
unforgettable summer while it 
might be her last at Cousins. 
Sarah Dessen, the author of 
Just Listen and Locke and 
Key, said, “This book has 
what every girl wants in a 
summer.”  

3. “Every Summer After,” by 
Carley Fortune is a New York 
Times bestseller. According 
to BuzzFeed, it “ is a quint-
essential summer novel, full 
of longing and lost love…. 
You’ll want to gobble it up 
in one satisfying bite.”. The 
story follows two childhood 
friends, Percy and Sam, and 
their love story. They have 
six summers to fall in love, 

one moment to fall apart and 
a weekend to get it right. 

4. “Book Lovers” is by Emily 
Henry who is famous for writ-
ing “Beach Read” and “Peo-
ple We Meet on Vacation.” 
It is a romance novel that 
follows two people, Nora and 
Charlie, who work in the book 
industry. Nora is an agent who 
has a long-standing relation-
ship with a high-profile client 
who is releasing a new book, 
and Charlie is a book editor 
who wants to edit that book. 
There is tension between Nora 
and Charlie from the first time 
they meet. An enemy to lov-
ers’ relationships that gets de-
veloped throughout the book. 

5. “One Italian Summer,” by 
Rebecca Serle, is a contem-
porary romance. Publisher’s 
Weekly described it as “a 
touching story…the mother-
daughter bond is made pal-
pable through Katy’s grief 
and desire for connection.” 
Katy Silver is dealing with her 
mother’s death and decides 
to take a trip to Italy that she 
was actually supposed to take 
with her mother Carol. Katy 
has been waiting years for her 
mom to take her, and now she 
is faced with embarking on 
the adventure alone. 
     Once she gets to Italy, 
Katy can feel her mother’s 

spirit and is mesmerized by 
the stunning waters, beau-
tiful cliff sides, delightful 
residents, and, of course, 
delectable food. Katy feels 
herself coming back to life. 
However, her mother appears 
to her during the trip in the 
flesh, healthy, sun-tanned, and 
thirty years old. Katy doesn’t 
understand what is happening, 
or how it’s happening all she 
can focus on is that she has 
somehow gotten her mother 
back. During the summer 
she builds and learns a new 

photo courtesy of Picsart
 Lillee Jean tries to keep her previous scandals a secret, but website 
forums exposed her lies.

Summer of 2022 brings a new variety of books for readers.
photo created in PicCollage

relationship with her mother, 
not just as a mother but as a 
young woman. 

Other recommended titles by 
Media Specialist Ms. Morgan 
Brabender:

• “Hail Mary” by Andy Weir
• “Firekeeper’s Daughter” by 

Angeline Boulley
• “Good Girls  Guide to      

Murder series” by Holly 
Jackson

• “Somewhere Between Bit-
ter & Sweet” by Laekan          
Zea Kemp
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   During the summer, a Netflix 
documentary came out called 
“Keep Sweet: Pray and Obey .’’ It 
tells the story of Warren Jeffs and 
all of his victims of a secretive re-
ligious cult called Fundamentalist 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter 
Day Saints. Jeffs claimed to be a 
branch of the Mormon church and 
supports the practice of polygamy 
in Utah, despite being  illegal.
     Polygomy is not the only 
problem but also what is happen-
ing in this community of people 
since it was controlled by men 
over women. These people were 
influenced to believe that the more 
wives and children they have, 
the more they would be close to 
God and Heaven. Parents became 
desperate to be close to God and 
would “turn in” their daughters to 
the Prophet who was Warren Jeffs. 
The Prophet for these people is a 
representation of God on Earth. 
     In this community anything 
that had an outside influence was 
banished from them. Everything 
had to be approved by Warren. 
They had their own schools with 
their own curriculum and they 
were taught to completely dedicate 
their lives to the Prophet and God. 
Women’s dress code got more 
restricted as to what they needed 
to wear and what hairstyle they 
needed. Warren Jeffs wanted all of 
the women to look alike by making 
them be completely covered. They 
were all under the impression it 
was for salvation.
     Warren Jeffs had seventy eight 
wives, however, twenty four of 
them were under the age of seven-
teen. The youngest to get married 
was fourteen. Every single detail 
was approved and controlled by 

Abuse hidden underneath religious cult exposed in Netflix documentary
By: Ivana Gonzalez Lima, class of 2024

him. He did anything he wanted 
and got away with it. He abused his 
position as the so-called Prophet 
by marrying all these women and 
abusing them. Everybody was 
owned by the church without 
knowing. 
     Basically Warren Jeffs orga-
nized underage marriages to get 
young girls pregnant, so that they 
had some sort of obligation to stay 
and be “locked in.” Sometimes 
they even had to marry family rela-
tives and they had to go through 
with it because they had no rights.  
If they questioned the reasoning, 
then they were manipulated into 
thinking that they were question-
ing God. 
     It was not like women and 
children could just leave the com-
munity. Women were the main 
members and always reminded of 
their punishment and threatened 

if they did leave. These people 
did not have experience in the 
real world. They were financially 
independent and they were taught 
that the world is evil . In addition, 
if they wanted to leave, they were 
leaving behind all of their family 
which is very hard to do because 
they can also be in danger. 
     If women tried to resist rela-
tionships with their husbands then 
they were later raped and violated. 
In all of the abuse, God’s will was 
always mentioned because if you 
did not cooperate then you would 
not go to Heaven. 
     Young girls of the community 
who got the courage to leave went 
to the police about the underage 
marriage and reported the abuse. 
Men of the community were get-
ting prosecuted, so Warren Jeffs 
escaped to Texas and bought a 
huge piece of land. It took a long 

time to get these victims to come 
forward with their testimony be-
cause they were afraid and never 
wanted to testify. 
     According to Alicia Rohbock, 
one of the victims,  “We were com-
pletely closed off to the world” and 
“Honestly, I didn’t even know who 
the president of the United States 
was.” The American education that 
the rest of the world got they did 
not get. Their version of an educa-
tion was God, marriage and giving 
birth to children.
     There was always somebody 
watching making sure that they 
were still practicing the word 
of Warren and God. There we 
cameras all around monitoring 
everybody. Warren Jeffs then 
started manipulating people to go 
to “Zion,” what Warren called the 
promised land, located in Texas. At 
first people were excited to be able 

to be in Zion but things changed 
when children had to separate from 
their mothers. They were basically 
abducted from their mothers under 
the belief that it was for God. War-
ren Jeffs knew that he could easily 
manipulate their small minds.
     Jeffs was arrested when Elissa 
Wall built the courage to fight back 
against Jeffs about the underage 
marriage he arranged with her 
at the age of fourteen with her 
cousin. He was found guilty and 
charged of the crime of rape as an 
accomplice and sentenced to life. 
Jeffs was convicted but even be-
hind bars, he communicated with 
people of the community. 
     Police got  evidence that 
showed underage girls who were 
pregnant. From there police were 
able to get onto the property and a 
judge asked for all those children 
to be removed from the promised 
land and onto a bus. Mothers were 
told to lie about getting pregnant, 
marriage and getting their children 
taken away.  Authorities eventually 
got a warrant to enter the ranch 
and found a huge vault where 
there were thousands of records of 
young girls, secrets and informa-
tion about everyone.
     According to an article from 
My Imperfect Life, “There are 
members of the community who 
are still practicing and who still 
believe in guidance from Warren, 
even though he is in jail.” Also 
according to an article from ABC 
NEWS, “Roughly 10,000 people 
are believed to live in the com-
munity.” It is so tragic how one 
single man can twist religious 
words into getting power and for 
his own benefit. 

     Entertainment provides people 
to escape from reality, whether it 
be through music, games or mostly 
through the big screen. Since Fall 
is approaching, so are brand new 
films and series. Here are 6 of the 
latest movies and shows arriving 
next month.
     “Love in the Villa” is a romantic 
flick releasing on Netflix the first 
of the month. The movie focuses 
on Kat Graham’s character decid-
ing to make a getaway trip after 
becoming single. When she ar-
rives at her destination in Italy, a 
mistake occurs and she has to share 
her villa with a stranger, played by 
Tom Hopper. 
     “House of Hammer ‘’ is a new 
series about the actor Armie Ham-
mer releasing on Discovery Plus. 
Hammer is known for his roles in 
“Call Me by Your Name” (2017)  
and “The Man from U.N.C.L.E.” 
(2015). The documentary series 
explains the allegations Hammer 
has been charged with. Two ex 
girlfriends have made statements 
that Hammer physically abused 
them. The show will dive deeper 
on the abuse Hammer faced as a 
child as well. “House of Hammer’’ 

will be released Sept. 2.
     A new season of  “Cobra Kai” 
drops on Netflix Sept. 9 with all of 
the recurring cast. William Zabka 
and Ralph Machinno both reprise 
their roles as Johnny Lawrence and 
Daniel LaRusso. Season 5 also has 
Xola Mariduena as Miguel Duaz, 
Tanner Buchanan as Robby Kenne 
and Peyton List as Tory Nicholas. 
In the finale of last season Miyagi 
Do defeats Cobra Kai, so season 5 
will be more competitive than ever. 
     “Don’t Worry Darling” is an 
upcoming psychological thriller 
directed by Oliva Wilde, who will 
also appear in the film as Bunny. 
Along with Wilde, the movie will 
be starring Florence Pugh as Alice, 
Harry Styles as Jack and Chris 
Pine as Frank. This utopian-like 
film is about a wife in the 1950s 
who lives with her husband and 
begins to suspect their life is too 
picture perfect. This rated R movie 
will release only in theaters Sept. 
23.
    Another highly anticipated film 
is “Blonde” starring Ana de Armas 
as Marilyn Monroe. Armas is cur-
rently in “The Gray Man” on and 
Netflix and previously in feature 

films “Knives Out” and “Blade 
Runner 2049.”  The NC- 17 
rated film hits Netflix on Sept. 
23 as well. Critics say this will be 
Armas big role that may earn her 
an Academy Award nomination. 
The official trailer that dropped 
late July showcased Monroe’s 
challenging life and demise. The 
movie seems to be physiologi-
cal and shows how Monroe felt 
behind closed curtains. 
    The last recommendation is 
“Bros,” a rated R movie releasing 
Sept. 30, directed by Nicholas 
Stoller. The LGBTQ romantic 
comedy stars Luke Macfarlane 
as Aaron and Billy Eichner as 
Bobby. Aaron and Bobby are 
complete opposites but  form 
a relationship as the film pro-
gresses. The movie will be a 
great representation for the gay 
couples and how they interact 
in 2022 with the use of social 
media. 
 

     
     

     

Upcoming movies, shows release during September
By: Kaiya Marseille, class of 2024

photo courtesy of www.list23.com

photo created in Pic Collage
Posters of the movies and shows peak the interest of fans world-
wide.

Warren Jeffs’ collection of pastel-clothed wives pose in front of his portrait in their hometown, Salt 
Lake City, Utah.
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• Discrimination in Educa-
tional Environments

• Abortion Controversy

• Tips for Seniors: Post 
High School Plans

          A survey was recently conducted amongst stu-
dent and staff to analyze the percentage of individuals 
who have experienced discriminationespecially on 
the grounds of race, age, or sex. This survey brings 
awareness of the injustice that many of our peer’s 
face and how it impacts them.
     Racial discrimination is discrimination against any 
individual based on their skin color, racial or ethnic 
origin. Of Students who responded to the survey, 82.6 
students have experienced racial discrimination, and 
52.2% of those students claimed the incident occurred 
within an educational environment.     
     There have been multiple incidents of discrimina-
tion and hate crimes within high schools. An example 
would be 14-year-old Nya Sigin from Prior Lake High 
School located, Minnesota, who was a victim of a 
video where a young girl kept telling her to take her 
own life and degraded her with racial slurs. Another 
incident occurred  in  Michigan, where the parents 
of a 15-year-old student are suing because of racial 
slurs being written on the school walls.     
According to CNN, “In a new report released last 
week, the Government Accountability Office esti-
mated that 5.2 million students aged 12 to 18 were 

bullied in the 2018-2019 school year and one in four 
of them experienced bullying related to their race, 
national origin, religion, disability, gender or sexual 
orientation.” 
     A Junior attending Dacula said, “Simple discrimi-
nation over being an Asian American- whether it is 
about my eyes, height, intelligence, appearing to be 
like another Asian American even though we look 
nothing alike, and it is normalized racism that no 
one bothers to address It hurts my confidence and 
pride in being Asian American. It led to me becom-
ing extremely white-washed.” Another student said, 
“I was a little late to an event I was supposed to go to 
for community service. I apologized to the guy, but 
he started screaming at me and my friend, and ended 
up calling us the N- word, and saying he hates our 
kind and how we are always late. . .I felt like I was 
weird for being black.
     The students never specified if these incidents 
have occurred at DHS. Regardless, schools must 
ensure students are not made to feel ashamed of their 
culture, ethnic background or race. In other instances, 
discrimination can lead to worse outcomes.

By: Kaleyshia Tazama, class of 2025

    Since Roe v Wade was overturned 
by the Supreme Court,thousands 
of women all across America 
have been protesting against the 
anti-abortion laws. The Supreme 
Court ruling means that abortion 
rights will not be protected at 
the federal level. The states will 
now determine the scope of their 
abortion laws. Many states have 
recently passed laws regarding 
abortion rights.
      In Georgia, the “heartbeat 
bill” was passed into law. The 
law mandates that if the fetus has 
a heartbeat, which usually occurs 
during the 6th week of pregnancy, 
a woman cannot get an abortion.
The law provides exceptions for 
rape and incest, when the mother’s 
life is at risk or a serious medical 
condition renders a fetus unviable. 
Victims of rape, which is one un-

Laws against abortion leave America divided

der-reported crime, must provide 
proof the assault was reported to 
the police. If the assault was not 
reported, the person would not 
qualify for the later term abortion 
exemption. Opponents of the bill 
believe it is unfair to women as 
many would not know that they are 
pregnant until about the 6th week.
     Abortion laws are different in 
many states. If someone lives in 
an area where abortion is illegal, 
they would have to go to another 
state where abortion is legal to get 
one. Forty-four states allow health 
care providers to refuse to pro-
vide abortions. Thirteen limit the 
exemption to private health care 
institutions and one state allows 
only religious health care entities 
to refuse to provide such care.  
     Getting an abortion is also costly, 
and the price varies depending on 

the type of abortion. Estimates for 
cost range from $350 to $1,500. A 
medication abortion costs $390 to 
about $650. An in-clinic abortion 
varies from around $390 -  $1,850 
to even up to $2,000. 
     As arguments continue between 
the two sides, it remains to be 
seen how this issue will play out 
in the state of Georgia and across 
the country and how the Supreme 
Court decision will impact elec-
tions in November.
     Therefore, it is important to 
vote if you are of the legal age. 
Some people may not believe it is 
important, but anti-abortion laws 
are having a huge effect on society 
and if the right person is elected 
into office these laws could be 
changed. Everyone in America has 
the right to vote for the candiate 
that supports their beliefs.

By: Stevie  Leggett, class of 2024

Many students have experienced 
racial discrimination within edu-
cational environments      As the class of 2023’s time at 

DHS is almost up, seniors have un-
doubtedly been scrambling to pre-
pare for college and their last high 
school year. As of September, there 
is a tight range of 2 to 6 months 
left for seniors to reach their ap-
plication deadline. According to a 
Common Application report done 
in March of 2022, college submis-
sions rose by 21.3%  since the last 
2 years — ultimately making the 
competitive pool more selective 
this time around. Since competi-
tion is rising, Collegeboard insists 
that students who applied to 4 to 
8 colleges are ensured a satisfac-
tory higher-level education. With 
these numbers in mind, seniors 
should be pacing themselves 
when moving forward with their 
applications.
     A figure that soon-to-be gradu-
ates will most likely be more 
than familiar with is Ms. Amanda 
Herzberg, the College and Career 
Counselor. Herzberg will help 
students take the initiative of as-
sembling everything they need for 
college applications and as a result 
of her expertise, she has thought-
fully answered basic questions to 
guide students in the process of 
applying, as well as what academic 
directions students should take. 
     Firstly, Herzberg believes that 
students need to be looking at their 
first choice college requirements 
and take the necessary steps to be 
able to reach the demand. Looking 
into college statistics also helps 
with defining the competitiveness 
and academic rigor. Having an idea 
of what it will take to be accepted 
will heavily outline the framework 
of students’ senior year, as most 
will either take the time to try to 
reach the college standard or fo-
cus on additional aspects to their 
transcripts.
     Students should also set realistic 
expectations by the time their first 
college class occurs by examining 
the college’s academic qualities. 
In an article written by the staff 
writers of Best Colleges, the staff 
suggested, “...try to gauge the 
career and research achievements 
of the faculty by seeing whether 
they’ve won any awards or rec-
ognition for their discoveries.” 
Students will find it very hard to 
plan ahead if they are unsure of 
the college they want to attend. 
Best Colleges then adds that the 
reputation of the school is highly 
important in regards to education 
and the campus environment. 
     Herzberg also believes the de-
cision between taking AP classes 
or dual-enrollment heavily fluc-

tuates based on the college. For 
dual-enrollment, students can get 
college credit as long as they can 
pass the class.  However, students 
need to apply to the college and 
be accepted first. For AP classes, 
any student can take these classes 
conditioned by their own self-
standards. To receive the college 
credit, though, students need to 
pass an AP exam scored 1 through 
5. Some colleges only accept 
certain AP scores – for example, 
Georgia Institute of Technology 
only accepts 5’s for Physics C: I 
and II.
     As stated by Transforming and 
Educating for Life, “If the student 
knows exactly which school they 
want to attend, knows the AP pol-
icy for the school, then AP courses 
can be a good option. But that’s a 
lot of faith put into one test.” As a 
follow-up, Herzberg said, “Either 
way you’re prepping your college 
resume… higher universities tend 
to look at AP classes more. For 
dual-enrollment, you’re already 
moving those college credits, but 
really, there are benefits to both.”
     Another preparation students 
should be researching is the career 
they would be interested in transi-
tioning into. Herzberg said, “See 
if the career you want to pursue 
requires any certain certifications, 
licenses, technical programs or 
apprenticeships.” She added, 
“There are trades out there that 
are lacking these days,” referring 
to high-paying companies having 
trouble hiring skilled laborers. The 
Associated General Constructors 
of America backs up this state-
ment, having a report that 70% 
of construction firms are having 
a hard time with employment, yet 
as informed by Ziprecruiter- the 
average salary of a construction 
worker in Atlanta is $18.39 an 
hour – making the annual pay of 
around $38,248. 
     The military is also a career op-
tion that can be used for college as 
well as the pathway students’ are 
leaning towards. If students would 
like to know more about the mili-
tary options, they can talk to Major 
Hudson in the classical building.
          There are a multitude of 
college preparations seniors need 
to be aware of. Herzberg said, 
“I’m sending a lot of information 
to the newsletter out on October 
1.” Financial aid pieces such as 
FAFSA; the types of applications 
like the Common App, deciding 
Early Decision and other must-
know topics will be available to 
students on the DHS College and 
Careers newsletter. 

Senior Falcons: Tips for students 
preparing for post high school plans
By: Juliana Silivelio, class of 2024
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Varsity volleyball team beats Duluth in home game, overall record 13-9
Photos by Genesis Brown, class of 2026

#10 Emily Stern bats against North Atlanta. 

The team prepares to take another win with group huddle. 

Lady Falcons prepare for their game against North Atlanta.  They 
won the game 4-0.

Team cheers for Anna Askue after she scores a point for the team with 
an impressive hit. 

Ella Xiong addresses the team during huddle.  She leads the team with 
41 aces.

Sydney Spade class of 2023 has been awarded 2 times as player of the 
game. 

Aaliyah Mohammed, team Libero, bumps the ball over the net to the 
opposing team. 

Teammates and students support the team.

Varsity Softball off to a great start with 9-1 record. 
Photos by Trinity Harris, class of 2024
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Falcon All-Stars: Cross Country

Varsity football opens season against Jones Creek
Photos by Paisley Steinfeld, class of 2026

Jerome Newland stops the forward progress of the offense.

The defense forces a fumble and scrambles to possess the ball.

The cheerleaders hold the banner for the team’s entrance to begin 
the game. 

By: Isabella Welch, class of 2026

This month’s Falcon All-Stars, 
senior Chance Jones and junior 
Laura Csontos, run for the cross 
country team. Coach Matt King 
identified Jones and Csontos as 
top runners for the team. 

How long have you run cross 
country? What do you enjoy 
most about it?

 LC: Since I was a freshman. I 
love hanging out and running 
with my team.
CJ: Two years

What made you choose cross 
country as your sport?

LC: My friends and I wanted to 
try something new.
CJ: Just staying in shape for track

What is the best advice you 
have received from a teammate, 
coach, or role model?

LC: My older teammates told me 
that it’s important to always push 
yourself, but to have easy days as 
well.
CJ: Get your runs in

Who inspires you as an athlete?

 LC: My friends, family and 
coaches.
CJ: My dad

What motivates you to do your 
best at your sport?

LC: My friends always keep me 

motivated by cheering for me 
during races.
CJ: Scholarship

What advice would you give 
to someone just starting cross 
country?

LC: To not quit even if running 
gets difficult. It gets so much eas-
ier with time.
CJ: Listen to the older runners 
(they tend to have good advice)

What is the hardest challenge 
you’ve faced as a cross country 
athlete?

LC: The hardest challenge I’ve 
faced was losing motivation to 
run.
CJ: Undefeated season
What has been your biggest high-
light as a cross country athlete?
LC: Winning region!
CJ: 6A state (about to be 7A)

What are some reasons you like 
being a part of the DHS team?

LC: I like making new friends 
and representing the school.
CJ: Funny people
 How do you find time to balance 
school and athletics? Do you find 
it challenging at times?
LC: Yes, it can be challenging. I 
learned that I can’t procrastinate 
as much.
CJ: Not really challenging just 
time consuming, I have two jobs.

Chance Jones wins first place 
in Gwinnett Championship 
in the 800 meter race.

Laura Csontos is a top run-
ner for the girls cross country 
team.

photo by Isabella Welch

photo by Isabella Welch

The offensive line prepares to drive further down field.

Freshmen football defeats Ar-
cher 14-12 in opening game
Photos by Jaylon Perryman, class of 2026

Isaac Maman runs the ball against the Archer defense.

Quarterback Reiston Durham passes a lateral to wide receiver 
Bryant Dibling to run the ball.
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Honors Goners
October

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1
SAT Testing: 
6:30 A.M

2 3 4
Honors society 
induction 
ceremony/ V 
softball Vs. 
Mountain View

5 6
V softball @ 
Mill creek

7 8

9 10
Fall 
Break!!
V softball vs. 
Commerce

11
V softball 
@ Central 
gwinnett

12

PSAT

13
V softball vs 
Buford/ JV 
Football vs 
Lanier 

14
V Football vs. 
Central Gwinnett

15
JV flag 
football 
tournament 

16 17 18 19
DHS fall 
orchestra concert

20
DHS fall chorus 
concert

21
V football @ 
Buford 

22

23 24 25
DHS Fall 
band concert

26 27
DHS drama- 
one act play 
showcase

28
V swim & 
Dive Meet 
vs. Central

29

30 31

Halloween!!

September 23, 2022

• Going to the Gwinnett Fair

• Dress code being lenient

• Early Homecoming Date

• Softball team is 11-3

• Live Wire broadcasts

• Theater production     
coming up

• Seasonal fall drinks

• DLDs

• Kelly White’s Cafe

• Freshmen Academy

• CFA’s

• Hoodies not allowed

• Having to use school issued  
Chromebooks

• No more wifi

• Cold calls in the classroom

• Mandatory Advisement

• Vending machine prices

• On-campus lunch for         
upperclassmen

• DOTs: no mercy

Fall Break!!


